
Attachment 2 

RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT PROJECT APPROVALS: 
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS 

Fish Restoration and Enhancement Board 
2011-2013 Biennium – Cycle 6 of 8 

 
The Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) Board met April 20, 2012 in Clatskanie to 
review 16 projects requesting funding from the R&E Program.  The R&E Board 
recommended funding (or partial funding) for 12 of these projects.  A project must 
receive at least four votes to be recommended for funding; five of seven Board members 
attended this cycle six meeting.  This attachment includes the following information for 
each recommended project in this cycle: description of each project; designation as a 
restoration or enhancement project; designation as a sport or commercial project; funds 
recommended, matching funds, R&E Board discussion points, and public comments 
made by anyone other than the project sponsors.  R&E Board discussion points include 
major issues raised and whether a decision was made to recommend partial funding for a 
project.  Internal department staff reviews of each project are provided to the Board and 
the project sponsors prior to the meeting.  Sponsors typically respond to these comments 
during their presentation to the board.  
                                                                                                                                                                              
The R&E Board recommends funding for the following projects: 

 
Restoration 

Project Number: 11-101 
Project Title: Upper Spout Creek Fish Passage Improvement 
Project Type: Passage 
Sponsor: ODFW - Newport 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Enhancement 
Funds Recommended: $23,800 
Total Project Cost: $65,718 
 
Match:   
ODFW $6,650 
Alsea Stewardship Group $35,268 
Total Match: $41,918 
 
 
Description:  
The 6th-field Spout Creek Watershed is a fish-rich sub-basin of the greater Yaquina 
Watershed on the central coast of Oregon.  It flows into the Big Elk River at the town of 
Harlan approximately 20 miles due east of Newport.  This multi-site project addresses 
fish passage barriers at three private forest road crossings in the Upper Spout Creek 
Watershed.  Replacement of two culverts and removal of one culvert will extend suitable 
spawning and rearing habitat by more than 3.25 miles.  This project will benefit salmon 
and trout fishing opportunities in the Big Elk and Yaquina watersheds.  Project partners 
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include two private landowners and ODFW.  The original funding request for this project 
was $47,111.   
 
Board discussion:  
The Board members had questions about the gradient at the culvert sites and whether the 
applicant included the funding for similar work being completed on Peterson Creek, which is 
located very close to the proposed culvert improvement sites.  The Board voted to recommend 
enough funding to cover the two most critical projects of the three proposed: the Cooper’s 
Creek Tributary culvert replacement and the upper Spout Creek culvert removal projects.   
 
Project Number: 11-115 
Project Title: Fillet Table at the Port of Port Orford 
Project Type: Miscellaneous Enhancement 
Sponsor: Port of Port Orford 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $5,000 
Total Project Cost: $6,000 
 
Match:   
Port of Port Orford – Cash $500 
Port of Port Orford – In-kind  $500 
Total Match: $1,000 
 
Description:  
The Port of Port Orford currently has a fish filleting table made of wood and fiberglass 
that has outlived its useful life.  The Port would like to replace it with a stainless steel 
table for the recreational anglers of Port Orford, which include two water faucets and a 
drain.  The proposed table would measure 10 feet in length, 3 feet in width and 38 inches 
high.  The primary objective of this proposal is to provide a more sanitary environment 
where recreational fishers can confidently clean and fillet their fish.  Proposed R&E 
funds would go towards purchase of the table.   
 
Board discussion:  
Dixie Boley said that she had recently visited the site of the current fillet table and it was 
obvious that they needed a new one.  The Board was assured that the Port of Port 
Orford’s plan to collect fish carcasses will comply with DEQ rules.   
 
Project Number: 11-116 
Project Title: Big Creek Hatchery Maintenance Bundle 
Project Type: Hatchery Maintenance 
Sponsor: ODFW – Big Creek Hatchery 
Sport/Commercial: Commercial/Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $26,300 
Total Project Cost: $30,400 
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Match:   
ODFW – In-kind $4,100 
Total Match: $4,100 
 
Description:  
The current bird-deterrent fence (electric wire and PVC) on battery #1 (a group of fish rearing 
raceways) has become worn and ineffective due to overuse.  Also, many pond spouts at the 
hatchery are rusted, and a pry bar and hammer are needed to open and close them.  The valve 
on battery #1 is leaking and it takes two people, or a pry bar, to operate it.  The objectives are 
to: 1) lower bird predation on battery #1 by replacing the electric bird-deterrent fence on all 11 
raceways; 2) replace inflow spouts on 30 raceways so that they are usable; and 3) to replace an 
aged and leaking valve on battery #1.  
 
Board discussion:  
This hatchery produces many fish that contribute to commercial salmon catches.   
 
Project Title: Chetco River Winter Steelhead Creel - 2012 
Project Type: Monitoring (fisheries use) 
Sponsor: ODFW – Gold Beach Office 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $38,219 
Total Project Cost: $55,503 
 
Match:   
ODFW – In-kind staff time $17,284 
Total Match: $17,284 
 
Description:  
The objective of this proposal is to conduct the second year of a statistical creel on the 
Chetco River to monitor the harvest of hatchery and wild winter steelhead for 
management purposes.  The creel would replicate the 2011-12 creel developed by ODFW 
staff and funded by R&E.  This creel survey would be conducted between November 15, 
2012 and March 31, 2013. Data would be summarized weekly with final analysis and 
report completed in June 2013.  Requested funds would go towards vehicle rental costs, 
salaries for two seasonal biologists, and field supplies and maintenance.  
 
Board discussion:  
Dixie Boley said that she was just on the Chetco River a few weeks prior, and it really is a 
premiere fishing area.  A second consecutive year of data would greatly benefit the future 
management of the fishery.   
 
Project Number: 

 
11-121 

Project Title: Salmon River Weir Replacement Project 
Project Type: Hatchery Restoration 
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Sponsor: ODFW – Salmon River Hatchery  
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $35,000 
Total Project Cost: $40,000 
 
Match:   
ODFW Engineering - In-kind start-up 
costs 

$5,000 

Total Match: $5,000 
 
Description:  
The old electric weir and barrier at the Salmon River hatchery is falling apart and needs 
to be replaced with a modern structure.  This weir was originally built to divert all fish 
ascending the river into a collection pond at the fish hatchery for the purposes of 
broodstock selection.  The 1996 flood destroyed the electric probes on the weir and since 
then it has become less effective at diverting fish.  ODFW Fish Engineering and District 
personnel, along with the regional hatchery coordinator and manager, would like to 
remove the weir and build a new fish barrier structure which will provide water for the 
hatchery as well as better fish passage.  A total of $95,000 was requested for the cost of 
stanchions, the coffer dam, the fish ladder and ODFW Engineering staff time.    
 
Board discussion:  
The Board wanted to know how many fall Chinook salmon are produced annually at the 
hatchery.  The applicant said that they produce 200,000 fall Chinook smolts at the facility and 
that the Salmon River stock serves as an indicator stock for the US/Canada treaty.  It is also a 
mitigation hatchery.  The applicant was asked about whether the current weir structure is letting 
any fish through and said that most fish can get through the current weir.  The applicant was 
then asked to break down the budget more than it had been itemized in the application, but was 
not able to do so because he was waiting for the ODFW Engineering team to supply this 
information.  The Board was reluctant to recommend funding for such a large and complex 
project without an itemized budget.  However, they recognized the possibility that the weir 
could become greatly damaged over the coming winter if it is not fixed before then, thus 
creating a more expensive situation to repair.  A motion was made to recommend partial 
funding in the amount of $35,000 specifically for stage one of the project including removal of 
the current weir and construction of a new weir and dam structure by ODFW Engineering.  
 
 
Project Number: 

 
11-122 

Project Title: GRWB STEP Hatchery Water Filtration and Chiller 
System 

Project Type: Hatchery Restoration 
Sponsor: Gardiner Reedsport Winchester Bay STEP Group 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $10,681 
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Total Project Cost: $22,451 
 
Match:   
GRWB STEP - Cash $10,680 
GRWB STEP – In-kind $840 
GRWB STEP – Donated materials $250 
Total Match: $11,770 

 
Description:  
This project will be completed in one phase. A water filtration system will be installed to 
remove sediment and pathogens from the water coming into the hatch house facility, as 
well as a new chiller unit.  This equipment will significantly decrease sedimentation and 
"smothering" of eggs in the hatch house when they are "green" and they are at their most 
fragile stage.  The chiller will keep hatch house water temperatures cooler and more ideal 
for egg hatching.  This will result in a lower mortality rate at the green egg stage, which 
has been as high as 50% (50,000 to 70,000) in recent years. Proposed funds would go 
towards a portion of the cost for a Perma-Bead Filtration System/Chiller Unit. 
 
Board discussion:  
The Board asked if the proposed filter would have to be flushed out and were informed 
that it does not since it is self-cleaning.  The Board agreed that this is a straightforward 
proposal with a respectable amount of match funding.  It will increase the number of fish 
available for catch in Winchester Bay and 10 to 15% of the fish produced at the facility 
could contribute to commercial catches.   
 
Project Number: 11-126 
Project Title: New River Tributary Fish Passage 
Project Type: Passage 
Sponsor: Curry Soil and Water Conservation District 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $30,145 
Total Project Cost: $54,580 
 
Match:   
ODA MLA Technical Assistance - Cash $2,600 
Landowners - Cash $21,835 
Total Match: $24,435 
Description:  
Four fish passage barrier culverts in the New River watershed will be replaced with new 
structures that meet ODFW fish passage criteria: three countersunk arch culverts and one 
bridge.  New access to upstream spawning and rearing habitat will benefit coho salmon, 
cutthroat trout, steelhead, and lamprey.  The Curry SWCD's Project Manager will oversee 
implementation (scheduled for September 2012) and monitoring.  ODFW will assist with fish 
salvage, and spring monitoring.  
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The project objectives are: 1) to provide unrestricted passage for juvenile and adult salmonids 
at each of the four fish passage project sites; 2) to restore fluvial channel processes that have 
been impacted by the existing undersized road-stream crossing culverts; and 3) to eliminate the 
risk of road failure and sediment delivery during high flow events. Funds were requested for 
arched culverts, concrete bridge slabs, concrete slurry, abutment blocks, fiscal administration 
costs (SWCD), a portion of project management and mileage costs, and a portion of the salary 
for GIS Data management staff.   
 
Board discussion:  
The Board asked if public access is prohibited in the area since the culverts are located on 
private land.  The applicant said there are some public access points in the area.  The Board 
wanted to know how many miles of spawning habitat would become accessible with the 
completion of this project and whether lamprey were present in the area.  The applicant said it 
would open about 1.5 miles of spawning habitat and another 1.5 miles of critical rearing habitat 
including habitat suitable for lamprey which are present in the area.  One Board member 
acknowledged that improving habitat for lamprey is good for all species present in the system.  
There was discussion about whether or not it was necessary to provide funding for 
administrative and project management costs.  The Board recommended partial funding for the 
request, not including funding for these costs.    
 
Project Number: 

 
11-127 

Project Title: East Fork Millicoma Oxbow Reconnection 
Project Type: Habitat Restoration 
Sponsor: Coos Watershed Association 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration Restoration 
Funds Recommended: $23,290 
Total Project Cost: $85,060 
 
Match:   
Weyerhaeuser - cash $2,920 
Weyerhaeuser – in-kind $7,600 
OWEB $49,415 
ODFW Fish passage – in-kind 
ODFW Charleston – in-kind 

$960 
$875 

Total Match: $61,770 
 
 
Description:  
Reconnection of the East Fork Millicoma River Oxbow will restore access to over 16 miles of 
anadromous habitat that was historically important for fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, 
chum salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout.  This artificially created oxbow was formed when 
road construction eliminated two wooden trestle bridges and re-routed the river through a steep 
bypass chute in the late 1950's.  Currently, the bypass chute has a 5% slope compared to 0.5% 
in the historic channel.  The bypass chute limits upstream migration of all adult salmonids, 
especially Chinook salmon, and is a complete barrier to all juveniles. Project partners suggest a 
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full reconnection scenario would be best for both biological considerations and operation 
considerations.  Most of the proposed funds would go towards contracted services for 
engineering work and a portion of project management and fiscal administration costs.  
 
Board discussion:  
The Board questioned the applicant about what they will do if OWEB doesn’t approve funding 
for this project, but most Board members seemed quite confident that this project will be 
successful in acquiring funding from OWEB (and other sources) and that the Coos Watershed 
Association will be able to see the project through to completion.  Some Board members were 
reluctant to fund a proposal that only includes project design but understood that this is a very 
large and complex project that has to be completed in stages due the nature of grant funding 
availability.  The Board was very appreciative of the fact that Weyerhaeuser has agreed to 
provide a significant amount of matching funds for this project.   
 
 

 

Enhancement 
 

Project Number: 11-090 
Project Title: Trout Creek Acclimation Pond 
Project Type: Access 
Sponsor: Coastal Conservation Alliance 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration Enhancement 
Funds Recommended: $31,750 
Total Project Cost: $43,250 
 
Match:   
Volunteer Labor  $6,600 
ODFW – In kind  $4,500 
CCA In-kind $400 
Total Match: $11,500 
 
Description:  
Spring Chinook (100,000 smolts) are currently direct released (no acclimation or in-basin 
rearing) into the Molalla River at two locations each year.  Fish released into the Molalla are 
reared at South Santiam Fish Hatchery prior to being released.  The lack of acclimation leads to 
increased straying of adult returns, both within and outside of the Molalla Basin, along with 
reduced survival of fish released, which in turn reduces the number of returning adults 
available to anglers.  Acclimation of these smolts at Trout Creek should lead to increased adult 
returns and increased angler harvest, as returning fish are expected to hold in pools near the 
mouth of Trout Creek.  This proposal involves construction of a pond along Trout Creek for 
acclimation of these spring Chinook smolts.  It would be an in-ground pond with a poly-vinyl 
liner. The pond would be sized to accommodate acclimation of up to 100,000 smolts (at 10 
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fish/lb.) and a Berkeley Pump would be used to supply cool, clean water to the pond for two 
months every spring. 
 
R&E funds would be used for pond liner, supply pump and trailer, alarm system and phone 
line, base gravel, 6 inch supply pipe, 200 feet of electrical line, power pole and installation, 
oxygen supplementation system, intake screen and foot valve. 
 
Board discussion:  
Bob Bumstead said that he had recently visited the proposed pond site and was assured 
that the acclimation of spring Chinook smolts at this site would not have a significant 
effect on the native fish populations in the river; and issue he had been concerned with 
prior to his visit.   He also liked the idea that the acclimation efforts could potentially help 
reduce stray rates.  Dixie Boley stated that it was important to remember that if the 
acclimation pond is not built, these 100,000 smolts will still be released in the Molalla 
River as they have been in the past, and it is likely that the acclimation pond will improve 
survival and return rates.  Lonnie Johnson wanted to make sure that the applicant will 
have enough time to build the pond and prepare it for acclimation in the spring, if project 
funding is approved in September.  The applicant assured the Board that there will be 
enough time.  Gary Soderstrom stated that during his experience as a member of his own 
local watershed council, he has observed how quickly a naturally spawning population 
can rebound when hatchery fish are taken out of the system.  He said that he understood 
why the Molalla River Alliance does not want hatchery spring Chinook salmon to 
continue being stocked in the Molalla, and why they view the acclimation pond as a 
move in the wrong direction.  The applicant and the District Biologist (Todd Alsbury) 
were asked if any of the spring Chinook smolts that would be acclimated in the pond 
would be coded-wire tagged.  Todd Alsbury said that 30% (30,000) would be tagged.  
The Board then asked if they could recommend an extra $5,000 in funding for the project 
in order to cover coded-wire tagging costs for an additional 20,000 fish, in order to 
improve the statistical significance of data collected during future monitoring efforts.  
Todd Alsbury agreed to this condition, and the R&E Board made a motion to recommend 
funding for the project based on this condition.   
 
Public Comment: 
John Atkins spoke as a representative of the Molalla River Alliance and provided their 
official stance on the proposed acclimation pond.  He said that the Alliance does not 
oppose the acclimation pond, per se, but that they do oppose the proposed use of the 
pond, as there are no current plans for it to be used as part of a plan to help re-establish a 
naturally-produced population of spring Chinook salmon in the Molalla River.  The 
current proposed use of the pond is not in agreement with the basin management plan nor 
will it be good for other native fish populations in the river.  He added that the Alliance 
has just completed a habitat restoration plan along with the Molalla River Watch, and 
once implemented, it will improve spring Chinook recovery opportunities.   
 
Bill Bakke spoke as a representative of the Native Fish Society, and provided their 
official stance on the proposed project.  He said that they object to the planned use of the 
acclimation pond because it will not help recover Molalla spring Chinook salmon and it 
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is not based on good science.  Currently, there is no plan for ODFW or NOAA Fisheries 
to provide funding for monitoring and evaluation efforts that would determine the success 
of the acclimation pond at improving return rates, reducing out-of-basin stray rates, or the 
effect that the returning fish may have on the naturally-produced populations in the basin.  
He also said that the wild steelhead and trout populations in the Molalla River have seen 
recent recoveries, most likely due to a lack of hatchery interactions.  The spring Chinook 
population has not yet rebounded.  The current plan also includes the continued release of 
an out-of-basin hatchery stock and this is not consistent with the Native Fish Policy.   
 
Project Number: 11-105 
Project Title: Lakeview District Forest Boat Docks 
Project Type: Access 
Sponsor: USFS Fremont-Winema National Forest 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration Enhancement 
Funds Recommended: $15,000 
Total Project Cost: $29,501 
 
Match:   
USFS $14,501 
Total Match: $14,501 
 
Description:  
The objective of this project is to install two new docks and reinstall one existing dock, as well 
as providing new access ramps at two additional docks.  New installations and upgrades to 
existing boat docks would meet American with Disabilities Act (ADA) specifications and 
provide safe access for all forest visitors. This project would help enhance visitor recreation 
and angling activities at very popular recreation sites.  The proposal included the use of R&E 
funds for boat dock and access ramp materials, excavator and dump truck mobilization and 
installation costs.   
 
Board discussion: 
The applicant assured the Board members that this work would be completed by June 
30th.  One Board member mentioned that these were definitely well-used lakes and 
worthy of fishing access improvement funding.  The original grant request was for 
$40,947.  The Board voted to recommend funding for what the applicant had prioritized 
as the top two most important fishing dock improvement projects (Dog Lake and 
Cottonwood Meadows) and encouraged the applicant to request funding for the 
remaining projects in the near future.  
 
Project Number: 11-125 
Project Title: Spray Riverfront Park 
Project Type: Access 
Sponsor: City of Spray 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Enhancement 
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Funds Recommended: $10,000 
Total Project Cost: $24,950 
 
Match:   
City of Spray - Cash $14,950 
Total Match: $14,950 
 
Description:  
The City of Spray is applying for an acquisition grant from Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department for the purchase of 7.1 acres of land contiguous to the Spray Riverfront Park 
owned by the City of Spray.  The City has the necessary matching funds required for the 
acquisition grant; however, funding for the land appraisal, the lot line adjustment and 
ancillary costs is still needed, and that is the purpose of this grant request.  The project 
objectives are to enlarge the existing park with the addition of this riverfront property, 
most of which will eventually be developed into a small campground and day-use park.  
The City now owns 5.03 acres at this site that has been partially developed with a 
primitive boat launch and vault toilets.  There is some primitive camping space currently 
available, but more is needed and the launch site could be better sited. Proposed funds 
would go towards land appraisal, lot line adjustment and ancillaries.  
 
Board discussion:  
The Board asked questions to clarify how the proposed property addition would allow the City 
to move the boat ramp to a better location, and whether the new property would significantly 
increase the amount of bank angling access available at the park.  The applicant said that only 
1,000 feet of extra bank angling would be added, but more importantly, the boat launch access 
would be greatly improved, and that the cost of moving the boat launch road is included in the 
funding request.  There were also questions about the amount of river traffic observed at this 
point on the John Day River, and about the number of river miles that an angler could drift 
from this point.  The applicant replied that 11 river miles can be drifted.  The Board agreed that 
this was a worthy fishing access improvement project for this stretch of the John Day, 
especially since an increase in popularity has been observed, particularly among anglers from 
the Deschutes River.   
 
Project Number: 11-128 
Project Title: Indian Creek Interpretive Site 
Project Type: Education 
Sponsor: Lower Rogue Watershed Council 
Sport/Commercial: Sport 
Enhancement/Restoration: Enhancement 
Funds Recommended: $13,212 
Total Project Cost: $23,700 
 
Match:   
The Aspinwalls - cash $1,000 
Curry Anadromous Fishermen - cash $1,000 
Curry County – In-kind $3,380 
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Oregon Stewardship – In-kind 
Community volunteers – In-kind 
Various agencies and NPOs – In-kind 
 

$1,688 
$1,180 
$2,240 

Total Match: $10,488 
 
Description:  
Renovating and expanding the Indian Creek Interpretive Kiosk would create an attractive 
location at which local residents, tourists, and visiting sports fishers can obtain 
information and education about the Rogue River Estuary and associated wetlands.  The 
new kiosk panels would provide descriptions of various habitat types and emphasize their 
importance in maintaining healthy and sustainable fisheries in the lower Rogue River.  
Proposed panel content would include text and graphics with information on:  1) the 
history of local sport and commercial fisheries; 2) the Rogue-Coquille scenic byway; 3) 
salt and freshwater estuaries; 4) the Indian Creek wetland walk (including information on 
long-term restoration and maintenance projects); 5) life in a hatchery; 6) the life cycle of 
the average salmonid; and 7) wetlands and wildlife.  
 
The proposed R&E funds would go towards research and planning costs, design and 
refinement costs, fabrication costs, fiscal administration costs, interpretive road signs 
purchases and shipping costs.  
 
Board discussion:  
Some Board members questioned the amount of funds being requested to cover project 
management costs and the effort to gather all of the information from various sources.  Dixie 
Boley told the rest of the Board members that this wetland trail is used very frequently and that 
there is a well-maintained parking area located near the trailhead which is large enough for 
school buses to use.  
 


